RECOMMENGED

Powerto
the people!

A compact power amp to complement
CA's small devices, but Ed Selley thinks
it's so much more than that

wio-channe] andio is
developing into somet hing
aquiee different w bow it
wins At the start of the
cenmury. On the ene hand, we have
cleviees that do an asponks b amaoian
all things streamers that are fully
functional system front-ends,
wntegrated amps that are all-in.one
sysienes in all bar name and acove
speakers that are complete systens,
These nuliifunction devices are
compbemenisd by mare function:
specific produas than intended. The
Cambridge Audio MEWN is 8 case in
ponl ['s & compact poswer amplilber
that is designed to pagtner the
company's MXMI0 (HFC 503)
netwark sereamer amd Dachiagic
2008 (MFC 484) DAC, nurmaig thesima
into comp ete systems. There is a
pethora of ather deviees thar
o] reasomably be mrmered
with, however, soil looks ke a
fairly smooy piece of development
on the pant of the compang
Tha MBOWT0 is not & clean-sheet
design, making use of existing
Cambridge sudio engineening. I uses
thie amplification from the Evo 75
all-in-one systens and repurposes it
for wse on i o, The asplifier in
qvesian & a well regarded Hypex
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NCORE Class [ modube capable of
very decent performance. Cambridge
Anidio is a1 pains 1o sress thar both
the Evo 75 and MEXW0 don't simply
plenk this medule in the casework,
instead naking use of a bispoke

ol pul sage el nwore closely
fallows CA design peacrise.

Fovwvier 1% quicded at 700 inlo Solum,
which should be enough to hamdle
mest speakers of mough cquivalence,
If you do fered the need for more

1

Thereisarichness
and warmthto
vocals thatis
hugely beguiling

grunt, the MW 70 can be broudged
vihereupon in will deliver a
comeaclerably more hefty 250W into
A single chanmel — whach showld

be enough for any sane domestic
requiremient. Relatvely unusisal s the
fart that it is equipped with balanced
and unbalanced inputs, which also
expands the scope of its usefulness,
Cambridge Mwedie has fimed in with
12V IrEggeT ConCions i power on
and off with the connected device.

It alsa supplses a USB-1o-jack regger
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thast caun peerform this hanction from
the USH port of (he MO 10,

Thes 15 a good thing becanse the
power oan anid off charactenistics of
the front pancl wtton are & bit om the
weard sicle, Gy this sample at least,
fromy the mament the madns lead
is conmected o the unit, the white
light om the power bamon glows.
Somewhat canfusingly, it glows
with the sane intensiy whether the
MIMWT0 is an of off. Discomnect (he
perwer and s light glows for a
dhsconcertingly long mme afterwards,
Wi et usesl tadn, b ars mor perfect.
I s ailsa bear a oo i stamd by
connecting an Eversolo DMP-AG Gen
2 [ph4] over RCA, bat the XLR
conmectiors are abent moall coses

The fie and findsh = solid, b a linde
prosaic, Comparcd with WiikTs
incegrated anips a this sort of price,
with ther rounded comers and lovely
paint finish, the M08 70 comes aoross
as a bwt more rongh and ready,
although i feds very solid and well
Bl pogethier. Onee agann, the
apecilic grey colour that now adoms
all Camabenclge Andso desvees 15n'
nscesmanly a bolliang nevich for other
compenents. This isn't a probem
i igsel, bt bath the identadly
odaured MM I and DacMagic
2008 have limitations a5 parteing
equipment (back of additional ingus
with the former, absence of renwote
with the later) thar neans some
suiable partners for the BXWT0
wiant be a perfect vsual nech,

Sound quality

Hagypily, the M3V does enough

that many peaple wall be guiate
prepared b0 put up with a licle visual
mismatch. It is something of an amicle

of faith when a neanifacmirer says

it has pweaked an off. the. shell
component like a Glass [ module, bat
thee WIS T doses share an im pressive
mikmaber of sonse alen butes wath the L
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resident (and pot in any way Class D)
Edge A invegrated amp.

This meeans thsat as the worderul
Crady by Cragg Arnemong builds from
115 genthe beginmng v s none nsing
creseenda, the power amp s able o
hamelles gl potency and sl wathout
any peroevable ampresaon b, every
Int as inapartangly; there 15 o nchness
anad warmth b the way that Brete
Anderson's vocals are handled that is
hugdy begualing, [n mcars tha whar
the MW is doing is never & sinple
preseraion, but a perfomance thar
pudls you im and engages atan
enwitiaiml kevel. Wich s than perfiect
recorchings, this mesans that & is the
ot ol dewier chan b vens winding
werline up and enpang the conterd
ratber than hacking off and gninsang
i the masteiing.

This syweeiness never cones af the
expenss of Gming and drve, however,

The MXWT70 shares
a number of sonic
attributes with the
Edge A integrated

The peainding Sigmal by Seranch
Mazave s delivered with deep,
controlled bow-end that moves with
genuing flecness of foot and eoerts
animpresave level of congrol over

the connected speakers; in this case
weat's 1FTA 11 (HFC 5300 ssandnvoums.
Mawd Geffray's gentbe vocal am is

delivered with a warmth and vibrancy

aver the top.

This perfor manoe comirs in a
soundstage that performs the near
rick of ersuring that there is emough
spxace and aar arouixl barge sabe
nestenal 1o enabde i to sound
co i kg and uncongested. When
ths seale B0t requared, though, the
Cambndge Audio is o less able io
deliver a preseniation that is much
smaller and more indimage, Whar [
find interesting aboua this arbune
ks that it is consistency repeatable
regandless of what | use as a souree,
Whilke this is a usefully wranspasen
amplifter, cemain aspects of s

periormance are exfrens=ly conssien.
Druring the time that the Cambradge
Audie is up and munning, it beoonees
apparend that the input senativaly

it offers over both REA and XLR is
emough oo ensure that it has exeellent
reserves of gain — which inmm helps
it to convincingly dirive bess sensitive
speakers like the LXTA 1. This also
means that the MXOWT0 parcmers well
with everytlung 1 use as a preamp.
However, if yoal have the choice

of uging XLR, [ would recommend
that you el %o il improves the
alremdy-good bass responss amd

ches o lintle more fine decail out

of matenal, possbly as o resul

of rededng the noise Nocs,

Conclusion
It's the sheer breadth of choice of kn
thaut will work with the NDOW70 et
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i its greatest sirengthe Intesting here
alone, | partner it with the Cambndge
Sndie MIEN10, WiiM Ulra, sudialab
07, Everselo DMVPAG Gen 2 and
Bluesound HODE 100N and basely
seratch the surface of the choices
available. What the MDOW 70 does
effortlessly well is mn a luge
selection af dedess inte a complete
system thar rakes upvery linde space.
Haronly does i do thes warh pechngeal
agmrance, 1 does s with & gemnnely
impresave level of muscal
engagement as well, It might a
mngle-funchion devece, bk the
SROWT0 is a bnlliant mis=ng peoe
for a host of components and could

be exaenly whar you need »
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